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Brown's approach is topical rather than chronological. The book
begins with three chapters on the executive activities of the central government, followed by single chapters concerning finance, military matters,
the legal system, and local communities, and, finally, three chapters
about parliament. The treatment of these subjects illustrates how each
was integral to the kingdom's governance.
Brown takes an institutional rather than constitutional approach.
He asserts that as the late medieval English royal government ruled, it
increased both its personnel and its activities; it became more bureaucratic and therefore more institutional and professional in outlook and
behavior. At the same time, the gentry and the well-to-do townsmen
filled the majority of the increasingly secularized governmental posts at
the national and local levels. Changes that occurred between 1272 and
146! created a governmental and societal structure that remained essentially unchanged in England and Wales until the last two centuries.
Brown synthesizes the scholarship of the past fifty years or so, giving
the history community a very useful description of English governance
from 1272 to 1461. At the moment, no other available scholarly work does
this. For the student desiring to understand the English government,
Brown has provided an invaluable resource. I have long wished to give
such a tool to my students, especially my graduate students, before they
attempt any research involving governmental documentation. Brown has
risen to the standard set by H. R. Loyn and W. L. Warren in the two
volumes of this same series, which analyze governance from 500 to 1272.
These three historians have completed a singular service for students and
scholars of medieval England.
Kenneth G. Madison
Iowa State University

Allen, Hope Emily, ed., English Writings of Richard Rolle, Hermit of
Hampole, Alan Sutton, 1988, lxiv, 180 pp., $18.00
That a work published three-score years ago and reprinted now
with no emendations-without even the corrigenda inserted into the main
text-would excite much comment is rather unlikely. But it is a measure of
the significance of Hope Emily Allen's work on Richard Rolle, as well as
a mark of the lack of scholarship on one of England's foremost mystics,
that the publication of this book is indeed of moment. Based upon Allen's
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Writings Ascribed to Richard Rolle, Hermit of Hampole, and Materials far
His Biography (Oxford, 1927), this collection contains those texts (sometimes selections, as is the case with his prose Psalter) generally conceded
to have been written by Rolle. Though this collection has been reprinted
twice before the present edition (by the Clarendon Press in 1963 and by
the Scholarly Press in 1971), the Alan Sutton edition, as an inexpensive
paperback, is likely to be the one through which most undergraduates
first come into contact with Rolle.
The sixty-page introduction to the collection is still regarded as one
of the best short accounts of Rolle's life, though in recent years scholars
have raised some questions about Allen's ready acceptance of Rolle's
accounts of his own life. This ready acceptance of Rolle's word is, in fact,
a pattern one sees in Allen's edition: it stands as a monumental work in
the field, but it should not be taken as definitive. The canon of Rolle's work,
for example, Allen has, in her own mind, established definitively. One
would not gather from her text that the canon issue remains unresolved,
although repeatedly research seems to confirm Allen's ideas.
Allen prints brief selections from the English Psalter, the two texts
of the Meditations on the Passion; a selection of lyrics, including "Gastly
Gladnesse," "The Bee and the Stork," "Desyre and Delit'\ and the three
well-known treatises that seem to have been directed specifically to
female recluses-Ego Dormio, The Commandment, and The Form ofLiving.
For the most part, Allen's remains the standard edition of these works.
Other than in dissertations, the Psalter has remained unpublished, and a
full edition of this work, the last edition now having passed its centenary,
is the sorest need in Rolle studies. Editions of "The Bee and the Stork,"
The Commandment, "Desyre and Delit," and The Form ofLiving have not
appeared since Allen's work; Ego Dormio has seen one new edition of one
manuscript; and Meditations on the Passion, perhaps the most disputed of
Rolle's works, has seen a 1978 edition of the longer of the two texts. As
long as this dearth persists, Rolle studies will be hampered, and Allen's
collection will remain the standard introduction to Rolle's English writings.
Though recent critics have argued that Rolle's work is part of avernacular prose revival at the beginning of the fourteenth century, Allen's
sixty-year-old insistence that Rolle's prose representation of spirituality
and of the rapture of the contemplative is original, striking, and formative
for the writing of later mystics has yet to be overthrown. "Here may men
see faire ordire of wordis," writes Rolle of the language of the Psalter, but
Allen suggests that this is an apt description of Rolle's work as well. A
mystic who chose to write simply and warmly about his experiences, he
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may not be what some have argued-the first great vernacular prose
writer in English-but he is at the least a significant figure both in the
English medieval mystical tradition and in the beginnings of vernacular
prose.
Gary D. Schmidt
Calvin College

John Taylor and Wendy Childs, eds., Politics and Crisis in FourteenthCentury England, Alan Sutton, 1990, xvi, 157 pp., index, $30.00.
The bulk of the papers that make up Politics and Crisis in FourteenthCentury England were presented 8 March 1986 at a conference of scholars
of fourteenth-century history that met at the University of Leeds. Early
in the present century the Ordinances of 13rr had been characterized as
an attempt by the magnates to reduce the royal household's control of
the governance of the realm. About twenty years ago, the ordinances
came to be seen as secondary to the personal rivalries of the aristocracy.
Michael Prestwich, on the other hand, emphasizes the connection
between the Ordinances of 13rr and issues having arisen in the reign of
Edward I. Edward II began his rule confronted by the £200,000 debt
left by his father, Edward I. At his deposition, he only owed £60,000 of
this debt and had at least £87,000 in cash. Wendy Childs looks at
Edward II's financial situation with special attention to overseas trade
and the customs revenue, which provided the king with about twenty
percent of his income. But the king went too far in the 1320s when with
the Despensers he confiscated lands of his opponents and extorted
money from the population as a whole.
County society has been characterized as either cohesive or conflictive
in the later Middle Ages. Focusing on the gentry, Nigel Saul points out that
this dichotomy resulted in part from the utilization of different kinds of
source material. Saul suggests that the period's violence seems to be ritualistic as disputants seek a resolution of their disagreements. Helen Jewell
examines the A, B, and C texts of William Langland's Piers Plowman
with regard to political, social, and economic crises of the 1360s, 1370s, and
1380s. Much of her paper summarizes the major events of this period, which
form the background for Langland's dissatisfaction with his world.
Since the so-called Good Parliament of 1376, contemporaneous and
later writers have viewed it positively. John Taylor believes that the initial

